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Go to the Arcade at the Old Town. 
Play pinball, board games or beat a 
friend’s score on Pacman!  
Artcation! Wichita Art Museum has 
fantastic youth and kids programs all 
year long, but especially in the 
spring and summer. Saturdays are 
always free. You can also hang with 
dinosaurs and mummies at the 
Museum of World Treasures in the 
Old Town – their scavenger hunt is a 
lot of fun. 
Read, read, read! Our city has 
EIGHT public libraries that have 
spring and summer programs for 
kids (crafts, parties, reading 
challenges and movie nights). Also, 
Watermark Books, just around the 
corner from Hyde Elementary, also 
has story times and a café you can 
get your read on while munching on 
chocolate chip cookie or a muffin.   
	

Glow Golf. On this miniature golf 
course you have fluorescent balls, 
putters and courses that all glow in the 
dark. They also offer Glow Ping-Pong, 
Glow Toss and Glow Pool.  
Gertie’s Lavender Farm is 
between Hutchinson and Wichita; they 
have a Lavender Festival in June, 
which will be fun for the whole family. 
You can also just go there for a picnic 
or hang out around a campfire.  
Take the Q. Wichita’s free 
downtown trolley runs all the way to 
Edgemoor now! It’s free, it’s fast and it 
is a lot of fun. Why not take a tour of 
downtown sculptures and pop-up 
parks while you’re at it?  
Go rock-hunting! Do it instead of 
egg hunt - you will look for painted 
rocks that good people at “ICT Area 
Rocks!” painted to spread kindness. 
Better yet, paint your own rocks and 
spread the love yourself. 

SPRING	BREAK	IS	HERE	AND	SUMMER’S	ARUND	THE	CORNER!	There	are	great	trips	
you	can	take:	Kansas	City	(outdoor	mall,	Lego	Land,	Aquarium);	Branson’s	Table	Rock	
lake	and	Silver	Dollar	City;	you	can	even	go	to	Colorado	to	ski.	Or	further	–	to	Florida	or	
the	Bahamas,	to	swim	with	dolphins	(or	sharks,	if	that’s	your	thing).	But	what	if	you’re	
stuck	in	the	city?		Here	are	some	original	ideas	for	a	fun	Staycation	in	Wichita	



                                                                                                                  

TESTING, TESTING! 
 
The time has come! It’s the scariest part of the year. 
Children are pouring over books, and teachers are 
drinking coffee by the gallon. The time for state 
testing is here! 

 
TESTING BASICS 
State testing is a test taken by 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders. In middle school and high school you will 
also take the test. The test covers English Language 
Arts, reading, and math. The test is based on what 
grade you are in, so if you are in 4th grade you will 
take a 4th grade based test.  

 
TESTING HOW-TO 
At Hyde we take the tests in our own classrooms, but at other schools it might be 
different. Students there might take their test in a computer lab or a library. Hyde will 
be taking the test somewhere between the third week of March and the third week of 
April, and the district will choose when in that period of time.  

 
WHY TEST AT ALL 
The Data taken from this test is used for many reasons. One reason the test is taken 
is so that teachers and parents can see how well the student is learning grade level 

material compared to other children in their grade and district. For students they can see how much they 
have progressed each year. Another reason the students take the test is so that the district can see if the 
teachers are teaching properly. 

 
    

AFTER THE TEST  
After the tests are taken and turned in (WHEW!), the teachers, parents, and students 
need a way to find out the scores. The Kansas University Center of Testing and 
Assessments (KUCTA for short) uses a portal system that all Kansas school districts 
connect to via the Internet to score the tests. When the KUCTA is done scoring the 
tests, the KUCTA sends the results to the families, students, principals, and teachers 
so that they can    figure out how each student did. This information also helps the 
school teach the students what they still need to learn for their grade level. 

 
 

Some tested tips to ace the test: 
Get a good night’s rest the night before the test. 

When you get up in the morning eat a high protein 
breakfast. Concentrate on being calm as you take the 

test, and look for similar words in the question and 
the answer. If you use these tips, then you won’t 

need to stress out over your state test.  
Break a leg! 

	



Let us just preface it by saying: IT ROCKED!  
On February 22, professionals from all over 
Wichita came to speak to Hyde students about 
their careers. Everyone in the building got to visit 
with three different professionals to listen and 
learn more about career possibilities. The day 
started with a warm welcome and some 
encouraging words from our Mayor, Jeff 
Longwell, followed by a career day performance 
by our Super First Graders. From the 

multipurpose room, students were dismissed to their 
sessions to meet and explore all kinds of careers. We had the honor of meeting an air 
traffic controller, members of a live band, a chef, choreographers, dentists, a doctor, 
engineers, a graphic designer, a human resources specialist, police officers and 
firefighters, small business owners, KAKE News reporters, a real estate agent, and a 
US Airman.  
 

The Beagle Buzz writers would like to thank the Hyde 
Staff, parent volunteers and community members 
who made it such a fun day for Hyde students. The 
most important thing we learned that day is to be a 
leader and our 
education is the key to 
a bright future. Hyde 
Beagles are big  
dreamers! Here are a 
few of the careers 
we’d like to have 
when we grow up… 

 
Hairstylist - Izzy 
Jewelry Designer - Alexandria 
Dentist - Brianna 
Journalist - Lydia 
Graphic Designer - Scout 
Horse Trainer – Abby 
Chemist - Calder 

FIRST	ANNUAL	HYDE	CAREER	DAY	

 
 
	

 
 
	

 
 
	



SPECIAL REPORT: EARTH DAY 
Earth Day is April 22.  But at Hyde we celebrate Earth 
every day. Here is how we try to contribute to efforts to 

curb climate change.. (Photo essay by:  Zoe and Calder) 

Clean	Up	Cre
w	Academy	m

embers	are	w
orking	

hard	on	recy
cling	paper	g

oods	

Always	be	mindful	what	goes	into	trash	and	what	can	be	recycled	or	reused.		

Melting	leftover,	crayon	pieces	to	

make	new	ones		

Mrs.	Stark	working	on	recycling	crayons	
with	her	Cleanup	Crew	Academy	

Thank	you,	Hy
de	Beagles	for	

doing	

your	part	for	T
he	Earth!		



BEAGLES	
RECYCLING	
BASICS	
Mrs. Stark (1st Grade 
teacher, mom) leads The 
Cleanup Crew Academy. 
Calder is talking to her about 
recycling and reducing at 
Hyde Elementary. 

SPECIAL REPORT: 
EARTH DAY 



	

 

 

Harper: What is  your jo b?  

Jesse Marks: I started a local company 

called Nudge Compost.  

What do es it mean to  co mpost? 

 Jesse: I pick up food waste and, instead 

of putting it a landfill (where it  would 

normally go) I take it to a facility where 

we pile it up and mix it with other things 

like hay and manure (a fancy word for 

poop), keep it wet, mix it up. Over time 

that turns into soil, which is “good dirt. 

 Why did you want to do this job? 

Because if there’s an opportunity to 

turn trash into soil instead of dumping 

it in a landfill, we can grow more food.  

 

Please tell us how you turn dirt into food. 

When I work with somebody, I give them a 5-gallon bucket that they fill 

with food scraps; once a week I’d go by their house take the full bucket and 

give them a new, empty one to start again. All the scraps go into a pile, where the composting process begins. It takes 3-4 

months for food scrap pile to turn into soil. 

What kind o f fo ods can go  in a pile like that?  

Let’s start with what does NOT go into a pile: meat, bones, fats, cheese or milk products tend to get funky with time, so we 

definitely don’t want to use those. Of course you don’t want to use metal, plastic or paper, either - these go into recycling. 

GOOD compost is made out of coffee grounds, vegetable peels, egg shells, bread, etc.  

Who is  interested in composting with yo u in Wichita? 

In my house, few of my friends and neighbors all have buckets, and we are expanding to local businesses in our 

neighborhood. One example is Nora’s Kitchen Food Truck... 

. . . It’s on the street I live on! 

Very cool! They participate in our composting project. Another examples are Sunflower Espresso coffee truck, Wheat 

Street vegan hot dogs cart, Reverie Coffee (our brand new client), Leslie Coffee in Delano… 

Do yo u think everybody should compo st and why?  
I think everybody should compost in some way. However, composting at home is actually a lot of work. I have a backyard 
pile in addition to our company’s one, and I have to admit even I don’t take care of it as well as I should. You have to 
maintain it: turn it with a rake, keep it wet, add some leaves, water, etc.  

That is exactly the reason why I started Nudge Compost. I felt like a lot of people in Wichita wanted to compost, but they 
didn’t want to do all the work (and I understand that). So I thought I would pick it up for them and do all the work myself.  
I definitely think we should all compost, but everybody should do it in a way that’s best for them.  

Turning dirt into… food  
Beagle Buzz reporter, Harper, talks to Jesse Marks, owner of Nudge Compost 
company, and a parent of  Hyde’s 1st-grader, Van.   
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